
 

 
Information on the Our Voices Easy Read petition 

 
Background to petition development:  
 
Carinder mentioned in an ambassador meeting that 
the government need to put more things in easy-
read and he would like to start a petition about 
this.  
 
 
This is because the government were consulting 
people on the National Disability Strategy. The 
government had only given easy read information 
on it 6 days before the consultation closed.  
 
 
The strategy was then deemed illegal by the high 
courts.  
 
 
Ambassadors talked about the affect that not 
having easy read information has on their lives. It 
leads to anxiety as it means they often do not know 
what is being said, or if there is anything they need 
to do.  
 
 
They said it is against their human rights, especially 
when it about decisions that directly affect them.  
 



 

Accessible information empowers them to get 
information for themselves and make decisions 
about things by themselves. It also means they 
don’t need to rely on someone else to translate 
complex information for them.  
 
 
The petition title and background information was 
decided by the ambassadors: 
Publish information in Easy Read at the same time 
as non-Easy Read information. 
 
 
Background: We are asking for two things: that all 
government policy and strategy are published in 
easy read format. That public consultations on 
policy and strategy are in easy read format as soon 
as they are published.  
 
We want the government to do this so that people 
with a learning disability are aware of policies or 
strategies affecting them. This is so they can take 
part and help make decisions. Having information 
in easy read format will help people with a learning 
disability engage as citizens. It will also support 
people to give feedback on important issues that 
affect them. 
 
 
See petition information here: 
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/618139.jso
n 
 
Petition ID:618139 

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/618139.json
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/618139.json


 

 
Created on: 11th July 2022 
Closed on: 25th Jan 2023 
 
 
Signature count: 327 

 
  Signatures by region: 

Northeast:6 
Northwest:27 
Yorkshire and The Humbe:7 
East Midlands:6 
West Midlands:6 
East of England:12 
London:26 
Southeast:192 
Southwest:35 
Wales:5 
Scotland:3 
Northern Ireland:1 
 
 
Response rate reached: No 
 
The government will not respond to this petition, as 
it did not reach 10,000 signatures.  
 
 
Who was asked to sign? 
 

• Over 90 organisations were emailed to sign and 
share the petition. 



 

• A page on the Grace Eyre website was dedicated to 
the petition. See here: https://www.grace-
eyre.org/2022/07/14/easy-read-petition/ 
 

 

• Whilst individuals that were emailed appeared to 
have signed, the petition does not seem like it was 
widely shared. 

 
 

• However, we had a signature from every single 
region in Great Britain, including Scotland, Wales 
and Northern Ireland. 

 
 

• In the future, if ambassadors decide to petition 
again, we will try and make a more viral campaign 
around it. This will mean people are more likely to 
share the online petition. 

 
 

• We could also do a paper petition, for people that 
do not have email addresses. This means more 
people with a Learning Disability or autistic people 
can sign. 
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